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COMMUNICATIONS. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 





a tied 
CONSIDERATIONS INDUCING A BELIEF IN 
UNIVERSALISM. 


Mr. Eprron,—Fully persuaded many inquiring minds 
are diligently engaged in the momentous investigation, 
will all be saved ? and that every effort should be made 
to enlighten the understanding on this deeply interest- 
ing subject, please accept the following reflections, which 
I pray God to bless to the comfort and edification of all 
the distressed and the despondent. The only request 
which I make is, that this communication may be read 
with candour and caution, and that its errors may be 
nointed out with christian fidelity. Sincerely concerned 
to know the truth and thereby be made free, I earnest- 
ty entreat each follower of Jesus to examine this, and 
admit its conclusiveness, or to show its weakness and 

5 fallacy. 

* For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God 
our Saviour, who will have all men to be saved, and (fo 
come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 

1. It is clearly evident from this passage and others 
which shall presently be adduced, that it is the desire 
and will of God that all should be saved, and it is con- 
sequently obvious that his desire and will cannot be ac- 
complished if any are lost. As he cannot wish for that 
which is not for his glory, the salvation of man is for his 
giory ; and as he cannot desire that which is not most 
for his glory, the salvation of all is most for his glory.— 
tf all are not saved, then is the declarative glory of God 
less than if the rédemption extended to each smner ; for 
if salvation is fur God’s glory, each addition to the num- 
ber of the saved is also an increase of his glory. God 
eannot ask that which he does not desire, but he says, 
‘* Look unto me and be ye saved all the ends of the 
earth ;°? then must he desire the salvation of all the ends 
of the earth, and for the reason already given, that his 
glory may be augmented. As with God is * neither va- 
riableness nor shadow of turning,’? he must have the 
same end in view as at the beginning of creation, so that 
we may determine what it is, if we can learn his origi- 
nal iniention. * Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
viory, and honour, and power; for thou hast created 
all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were creat- 
ed.’ \f ail things are and were created for the pleasure 
of God; and that is that all should come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth and be saved; and if his counsel shall 
stand, and he shalj do all his pleasure, all the ends of 
the world shall remember, and turn unto the Lord ; and 
all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before him. 
This argument is drawn in lines of light and in the lan- 
guage of the Book. WWfthe only wise Ged intends the 
sglyation of man, he has taken means to effect it, for he 
is almighty. Now if we can obtain any testimony 
on this subject it will be peculiarly gratifying, as it will 
not only manifest the wisdom of God, but prove the 
happiness of man. ‘That the mind may not be encum- 
bered, one evidence only shall be called ; ** and we hare 
seen and do tesitfy, that the Father sent the Son to be 
the Saviour of the world.» He speaks directly to the | 
purpose, and with the boldness of an honest man declares | 
the things he had seen. The second commandment is 
binding on ali intelligent beings, and will so continuesas | 
Jong as reason shali last, Now asGod “ will not give his | 
glory to another, neither his praisé to graven images,” 
we sec the propriety of his commanding alk men to ab- 





stain from idolatry and to pay their adoration to him.— 
But if some are endlessly to blaspheme his name and 
curse their own existence in the @oming world, how cen 
it be reasonable to prohibit their worghip of idols in this? 
And if in doing evil and in worshippitig every malignamt 
passioh, they are simply beginning & edurse of conduct 
which he intends they shall pursue through eternity, 
why does he find fault? If God never meant to save 
from ignorance and idolatry, why does be call on men 
to turn from the worship of dumb idols to the service of 
the living and true God? No answer cam be given which 
will not impeach the consistency of God, or admit the 
correctness of the position already stated, that God will 
have all men to be saved. Before this point is dropt, a 
recapitulation may be necessary. God wills the salva- 
tion of all and thereby designs his highest glory ; should 
not this willbe effectual, the most transeendant display 
of his glory is never exhibited, as each. opposing power 
takes part to itself by successfully counteracting his in- 
tention. 

2. “| exhort therefore, that first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for 
all men.’ All saints for five theusand years have pray- 
ed for the salvation of all men, and with strong cries and 
tears besovght God to grant their soul’s request. ‘They 
have urged the dying love of the Redeemer, his prayers 
and his agony, his compassion and his readiness to for- 
give. Through every region of the earth and im every 
age has this benign spirit warmed the hearts of Zion’s 
friends, exciting to say, heavenly Father, may thy king- 
dom come and thy will be done on earth as in heaven, 
and fill, O fill the universe withthy glory.* Can any one 
suppose this spirit of prayer comes from an evil soarce? 
No, for evil never seeks good, hence it must come from 
a good source; but there is none Sood, save one, that is 
God, then it comes from him. As God is good, he is 
adorable, but could he change, he would not be good, 
consequently not adorable. ‘For I am the Lord, I 
change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consum- 
ed.” As God is of one mind, and none can turn him, 
he must possess the same spirit and disposition in the 
coming world as in the present, and consequently in- 
duce his adorers to pray for the salvation of all in that 
world as heartily as in this. But is God prompting men 
to ask that which he will never grant? It is allowed by 
all that we resemble God most when we make the sin- 
cerest and most ardent supplications for the whole fami- 
ly of man and are most earnestly engaged in doing them 
good; if in this character we are like God, and if he 
changes not, we must thus continue through eternity in 
order to enjoy heaven. But what happiness can be ex- 
perienced by us while praying for the release of those 
whom God had doomed to eternal woe? What felicity 
is derivable from the consideration that God is filling our 
hearts with the tenderest compassion for all the misera- 
ble and the wretched, and assuring us their torments 
shall be unending, and our feelings unaltered? If Paul 
is influenced by the same spirit now with which he was 
animated when he wrote to Timothy, what enjoyment 
can he have; if he sees he must endlessly entreat God 


for the damned, and continue an everlasting petitioner 
‘for favours which shall never be granted? 


When a 
christian fervently beseeches his Father and his God to 
renew every heart and transform every seul into the im- 
age of Christ, is he actuated by the charity of, heaven, 
or hatred of hell? As “‘ Jesus Christ is the same yester- 
day, to-day, and forever,” he must be affected with the 
most unavailing sorrow through the wasteless round of 
eternal ages, if those for whom he wept in this world are 





consigned té an eternity of tormettt in the next. From 
this last reflection it is plain that the captain of our sal- 
vation is not exempted from endless misety, and hence 
his disciples must share in his sorrows, These conside- 
rations are sufficient to shock the firmest heart, to dis- 
may the sternest soul. If people are moved with God's 
spirit when they ithplore happiness for all, they are ac- 
tuated by a wicked spirit.when they ask misery for any ; 
but if God has designed some for perdition, and their 
friends pray for their happiness, by whom are they influ- 
enced? Not by an evil spirit, for that never desires the 
happiness of any. The question returns, by what are 
they excited to pray? There is no alternative, it must 
be granted that they are warmed by the spirit of God. 
But does he contradict himself, atid induce people to 
petition him in the sincerity of their souls, and in the 
deepest agony, when he means to mock at their prayers 
and laugh at their tears? God cannot sport with human 
sensibility in this manner, for were this the case, there 
would be infidelity in heaven, disagreement in the per- 
fect Jehovah and darkness in him who is without varia- 
bleness or shadow. Combining the prayers of all saints 
with the intention of the Almighty, we perceive the 
most harmonious agreement, the most admirable coin- 
cidence. Can God have sworn to do that for which all 
christians continually ask, and yet break his oath and 
blast all their long cherished and heart soothing expec- 
tations ? | 

3. If christians rejoice in seeing people righteous in 
this world, how can they expect happiness in seeing 
them encless sinners m the next? If you take delight in 
the service of God and religion, are gratified in behold- 
ing others walking in the way of truth and righteousness, 
how must your heart be pained when the name of God 
is profaned with horrid curses ; how must your affections 
bleed when the unspeakable love of a Saviour is con- 
temned with bitter execrations. But what joy can you 
imagine in heaven, where you are to hear the eternal 
maledictions of sinners, and the God you adore blas- 
phemed forever and ever? Those who have attained 
the highest degrees in christian experience are perfectly 
willing to acknowledge the strength of their desires for 
the holiness and happiness of all, and that each of their 
prayers breathes this spirit; but how can these consid- 
er themselves assimilating to God, when they believe 
him perfectly satisfied with endless torment? How can 
they suppose themselves gradually becoming like God, 
when they are less and less reconciled to sights of mise- 
ry? How can they believe themselves enlightened,when 
they are praying for those whom God had condemned 
before the foundations of the :nountaims were laid 2 
can they fancy themselves approaching to angelic p 
ty, when they cannot hear the name of God uséd irrey- 
erently without the most pungent sorrow? If they are 
gladdened to see God worshipped here, Low can they 
hear him cursed hereafter? It will not do to say*we shall 
see the justice of God in conderoning the incorrigibly 
wicked, and consequently be satisfied, for if we have @ 
proper regard for God, and duly consider him the Father 
of mereies, we shall be melted into tears at the thought 
of his having one enemy. Were you this moment list- 
ening to the final doom of the wicked, would you not 
question after thismanner in your mind? Can J endure 
the idea that my heavenly Father should be unadored 
through eternal ages by any being whom he has created ? 
Could he not have softened the obdurate soul and ®aus- 
ed the tears of contrition to flow? Is the arm of the 
Lord shortened that he cannot save, or his ear deaf that 
he cannot Esten to the cries of the wretched ? 
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If we are morally insane, will not an able physician pre- 
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any person had alljeed the mercy of God one hundred 
years, could you see any propriety in casting him off, 
tu abuse the merey cf God forever? If you entertain 
the feelings of friendship for any one in this world, can 
you take pleasure in hearing him defamed and loaded 
with undeserved obloquy by every slandering tongue ? 
By a similar consideration, how can a child of God sing 
hosannahs while myltitudes are incessantly cursing him? 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


nw 
To the Rev. Exenezer Gay, Pastor of the Congre- 
tional Church and Society in Sioughton, Mass. 


Rev. Sin,—Learning from a source which cannot} 


be questioned, that you, on the third sabbath of this 
month, in delivering a discourse designed to refute a Ser- 


mcr ce ee. 











ered it more acceptable te God than his own; he there 
fore slew him. [ask you, do Universalists persecute 
those that differ from them? Do they indulge in an 
angry forbidding spirit towards others, and considér it 
an insult upon their dignity to be introduced into soci- 
ety with those of other denominations? Do they con- 


| sign to death, eterna] death, both soul and body of those 


who worship differently? 1 will now leave it with you 


Will Elijeh be less concerned for the honour of God in, mon delivered in Stoughton, and published by the Rev. ‘and your hearers to decide to whom Jude could possi- 
tlie future existence? Will he manifest less zeal in vin-| Joshua Flagg, of Scituate, did make certain statements, | bly refer. 


dicating the character of the blessed God from reproach? | which display a great degree of wickedness or ignorance. | 


Will he feel lese interest in destroying idolatry of every 


feel myself bound by duty to address you, in hopes 


It is noticed that at the close of your discourse, you 
made the following appeal to your hearers. * After 


kind, and in establishing the worship of the living and{ that I may be able to call your mind to serious reflec- | the solemn truths you have heard, where is the bold 
true God ? Each view of this subject adds new strength | tion on the impropriety, of making declarations unwar-! blasphemer who will dare to say, all men will be saved?” 
to the position already taken, that christians can enjoy | ranted by scripture, and inconsistent with that love of. These, my dear Sir, are high sounding words, that might 
no heaven as long as they hear their God and Father re-; the truth, which as christians we are bound to maintain. have some effect on timid and weak minds; but on a 
It is a lamentable fact, that the Clergy, generally,' man of sense und reflection, would have but little in- 


viled and blasphemed. If this argument can be refuted, 
then it will appear that the inhabitants of heaven are 
perfectly unconcerned about the honour and glory of 
God, and willing to hear his name bandied about in de- 
vision and scorn throngh eternal ages. If this is the 
ease, the hearty lovers of God ought to pray, may thy 
kingdom come and thy will be done in heaven as on 
earth; for there is some concern for God’s character in 
this world, and his children would weep to hear him 
aspersed. 

4. Will our need of a Saviour prevent our being sav- 
ed? Were we not sinners, we could not be saved, and | 
shall the reason why we may be saved constitute an 
objection to our salvation? ‘* The whole need nota 
physician, but they that are sick.” Why shall not the 
sick have a physician? Will you say that they ought 
to rise and seek him, and that if they will not, they 
may expire under the maladies with which they are af- 
flicted? You will not conduct in this manner when 
your friends are agonized with a burning fever, or 
groaning under the pain of a broken bone. [Uf you ex- 
ercise mercy in procuring physicians for their temporal 
health, will not God be equally kind in providing a 
physician for the health of their souls? Perhaps it may 
be replied that Christ is sent, and that we will not ac- 
eept him, and that consequently our moral diseases are 
unhealed. Should this be the objection, our sickness is 
the reason why we are not cured ; for were we not in- 
fected with sin, we should not reject Jesus ; hence, if 
this objection is valid, our need of a Saviour prevents 
oursalvation. But what thankfulness can we feel to- 
ward God for bie sending an unskilful physician, or one 
who is unfaithfulin performing the duties of his mission? 


scribe for our relief, though we pointedly reproach and 
bitterly execrate his kindest intentions? Will nota 
faithful physician unremittingly employ bis every pow- 
er in the art of healing, and only desist when he finds 
the complaint entirely baffles his skill, and the restora- 
tion of health unattainable? If the malignity of sin is 
too strong for the power of Christ, why was he sent to 
*+taste death for every man, and give himself a ransom 
for all”? But if Ate PowER in heaven and earth is 
given unto him; if the Father sent him to be the Sa- 
riour of the world and if He, the faithful and true wit- 
ness, says, I have finished the work thou gavest io me 
to do, how can the inveteracy of sun prevent ils complele 
extirpation? If transgression is an objection to salva- 
tion, then it applies to the whole family of man, and 
hecause they are all sinners and consequently need sal- 
vation, they cannot be saved. But Christ came to save 
just such sinners as we are, hence sin furnishes no evi- 
dence that he will not release us from it. To this it 
may be objected, that Christ will saye his people from 
their sins, but that all are not his people, and that con- 
sequently all will not be liberated from the bondage of 
im} and brought into the freedom of the children 
Let us learn if this is the fact; listen to the 

d: ** Behold, all souls are mine ; as the soul 
er, so also the soul of the son is mine.” If 
it ean be ascertained that Christ is ‘ heir of all things,’ 
this point will be settled, Paul speaking of Christ says, 
God hath appointed him heir of all things. After hav- 
ing investigated this subject thus far, do you not see 
the cause of Christ’s coming will not render his mission 
ineffectual? From all these considerations it seems ra- 
tional to conclude, that Christ will finish trans- 
gression; make an end of sins; make reconciliation 
for iniquity and bring in everlasting righteousness. 
‘This idea presents the captain of our salvation in the 
most endearing point of view, causing each heaven- 
warmed soul to give thanks and sing. 

CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT. 






_ re 


Good counsel is the most useful service that we can 
do to mankind, and if we give it to many it will be sure 





to profit some. 


who are opposed to the doctrine of God’s universal be-! fluence. 


nevolence, do often make assertions, which carry in 
the face of them evidence that they must know better 
than they assert. 

This address I present to you in christian affection, 


What are these truths that the people had 


» heard, that were so conclusive? One was, that there 


was not a passage in the bible that went to prove that 
the devil will be destroyed; yet we have been able to 
present a positive testimony to that effect. ‘The other 


possessing no disposition to harm you or to do you any is, that the Universalist, who believes that God is good 
injury whatever—a regard for the truth as it is im Jesus, | to all, and that Lis tender mercies are over all his works, 
and a desire to prevent consequences resulting from} and is thereby taught to love his enemies, do good to 


mistatements, demand it from me. 


language that may be called severe, I trust it will ap- 
pear that your declarations demanded, and could only 
be met with the expressions used ; and that it was not 
indulged with a design to criminate, or irritate your 
feelings. 

The declarations alluded to are as follows: ‘* That 
there was not one passage to be found in the bible from 





And should I in) them that hate him, pray for them that despitefully use 
| presenting to your view the statements referred to, use| and persecute him, and seek to do good to all without 


exception, is one of those who is going in the ways of 
persecuting and murderous Cain. Shall we judge the 
other truths by these, if so, we may yet say—ali men 
will be saved, without being considered as bold blas- 
phemers. 

I have endeavoured to indulge a hope that you might 
have been misunderstood in the declaration, ** that no- 


Genesis to Revelations, which spoke of the Devil’s be-| thing conld be found to prove that the devil would be 
ing destroyed.”.—That the preachers of Universal Sal- | destroyed.” But I find you anxiously engaged in la- 
vetion, whom you considered as false teachers, ‘* were | douring to disprove the doctrine of Universal Salvation. 


those spoken of by Jude as going in the ways of Cain— 
that they were ignorant men, not understanding the 
scriptures. And the reason why so many were deceiv- 
ed and led away by them was, that they did not com- 
pare what they heard with what was written in the 
bible.” 

While you were thus labouring to charge the preach- 
er of God’s universal benevolence with ignorance, were 
you aware, Sir, what kind of people you were preach- 
ing to? Were you persuaded that they were entirely 
ignorant of what is\in the bible? Or did you presume 
that they were so blinded by a bigotted attachment to 
their preacher as to take every thing for truth which be 
delivered ? Or is it possible you are ignorant of the 
scriptures yourself, as not to know there is a plain pos- 
itive text of scripture that the Devil shall be destroyed. 

Iam really straitened in my mind, what to think. | 
would exercise charily, which inclines me to believe 
you ignorant of the divine testimony on this point. But 
then an inquiry presents itse]f; is it possible that a per- 
son of collegiate education, who has studied the Greek 
language, and in that study has passed through the 
Greek Testament ; a person, who bas spent some years 
in preparing for the christian ministry should yet be ig- 
norant of so important a passage, eveu so ignorant as 
uot to know there was such an one in the bible. 

Now one of two things is certain ; first, that you pre- 
sumed upon the ignorance of your hearers, to state that 
which you knew to be false ; or secondly, you are ig- 
norant of the scriptures. In the first case, it is an high- 
handed wickedness intentionally to deceive ; and in 
the second instance, it shews an ignorance of the scrip- 
tures not very reputable to a minister of Christ; shows 
that the time spent in study has been directed to a pe- 
rusal of the systems and commentaries of men, rather 
than to the word of God; and also displays a want of 
proper caution to be assured you were correct before 
you hazarded the assertion. Ii you had examined your 
Concordance on this subject, it would have referred 
you to Hebrews ii. 14; ** Forasmuch then as the chil- 
dren are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself 
likewise took part of the same ; that through death he 
might destroy him that bath the power of death, that is 
the DEvIL.’? And verse 15; ‘* Deliver them who thro’ 
fear of DEATH were all their life time subject to bon- 
dage.”? The scriptures not only declare the destruction 
of the Devil, but also of his works. 3 John iii. 8; ‘* He 
that comwmiteth sin is of the Devil; for the Devi! sinneth 
from the beginning. For this purpose was tie Son of 
God manifested that he might destroy the works of the 
Devil.” 

You consideréd the Universalists as going in the ways 
of Cain, as referred to by Jude. Have you ever, Sir, par- 
ticularly inquired into the ways of Cain? We find, Sir, 
he was apersecutor and raurderer. He became angry 
with his brother,merely because he worshipped in a diffe- 


rent manner, presented a d@erent offering, and comsid-| 





Your sermon was prepared for the purpose, in hopes of 
checking the growing influence of that sentiment in 
your parish. I think therefore, your zeal may have Jed 
you, rather rashly, to hazard a declaration, that might 
probably pass unnoticed. Shonld this be the case, i 
beg of you as a disciple of the Lord Jesus, and beseec! 
you in the name of that God, whom we both profess to 
worship and adore, that you will take the earliest op- 
portunity to undeceive your deceived hearers. ‘The 
wisest and best of men are liable, in their zeal, to mi:- 
take, but it is an honour to acknowledge the mistake, 
and.the glory of the good man and the christian to con- 
fess when he has done wrong. 

Any reply from you wili be duly acknowledged and 
attended to; and any mistake arising from a misunder- 
standing of your meaning on the paints noticed, shail 
be rectified with a publicity as extensive as this com- 
munication, should it be confined to the subject em- 
braced inthis. But I beg leave to notice, if any ques- 
tion should arise as to the declarations noticed, the 
most conclusive way to decide will be to publish the 
sermon; which, if you have been so conclusive and 
powerful in establishing what you call truth, so as to 
make the mana bold blasphemer who shall dare to say, 
‘all men will be saved*’ you will have no hesitancy in 
doing, for the good of those people of your charge, who 
are influenced and led away by that belief. 

Your’s Respectfully, 
RICHARD CARRIQUL. 

Attleborough, August 23, 1820. 
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EOR THE MAGAZINE. 
“es 
QUESTION, 

The bible informs us ** that,God was in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto himself.” Is there a person of 
any sect, persuasion, or denomination in the world who 
can with sincerity say, God will not perform ihe work ? 
We are not informed that God was trying, or useing his 
utmost endeavours to reconcile, but that he was recon- 
ciling the werld unto himself. Woes not this express- 
ion presuppose a consummation of the object? An an- 
swer to the above question is solicited by R. 

+o 


VOR THE MAGAZINF. 
ante 
PREJUDICE. 

When it is seen that preachers endeavour to keep 
their people from investigating a system of Religion, it 
may be known that they are fearful the investigation 
would ultimate to their disadvantage ; for if a doctrine 
carries its proof with it, it only needs to be known to 
obtain credence. Is it not reasonable to suppose then, 
that those people who cry, licentionsness, heresy, &c, 
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are more afraid of an impartial investigation, than they | the mediator gave himself a ransom for ail men, Mr. L. 
are of the eff- cts of the doctrine they exclaim against? isin doubt whether this onnexion isan infallible one! I 
The reason is obvious why preachers labour to cher- have confined myself to the scripture under considera- 
ish prejudice. RICHARDS, | tion, not going to other parts of the divine testimony on 
'those subjects; with a view to show Mr. L. that if he 


he 
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————————-# === | had given this scripture an impartial examination, 
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UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, _ | would bave been under the necessity of acknowledging 
: i3¢ ied wh i what he has endeavoured to deny. Should we look in- 
‘to the writings of St, Paul on this subject in his other 

pistles, we should tind abundant proof of the two par- 











BOSTON, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1820. 
ee : ; 
> ETT é eee bite 24% i ticulars to which J] have attended; and although I do} 
REPLY TO “ LEANDER.” not conceive that the candid reader will need more evi- 
‘ LEANDER’ does not hesitate to allow that the words! dence in the case, than I have already furnished, I am 
disposed to show that this was a subject on which St. 
Paul frequently laboured in 4 most powerful and con- 

‘ 





‘all men”? in 1 ‘Tim. ii. 4, mean every individual of the 
human race; but he labours to show that there may not | 
145 


‘ : i P incing manner. We have seen already that St. Paul 
be a certain connexion between @tod’s willing the salva- 
} 
i 


testifies to the Hebrews that Jesus by the grace of God 
tasted death fev everyman. ‘The word every is a distri- 


' 
tion of all men, in the sense of this text, ana their actu-| 
In proof of this he adduces several as | butive term and has reference to the whole species of 
sages from the Old Testament where it is indicated that | “0, individually. To the Ephesians, he speaks of 
the people of Israel did not do according to the will of | God & having made known te - Oe agen fy of his 
: : ; ‘ . 4._ | will, according to his good pleasure which he hath pur- 
God. He likewise speaks of the words of Jesus, ia his , posed in himself; that, in the dispensation of the fullness 
lamentation over Jerusalem, in which he said ; ‘* How | of times, he might gather together in one, all things in 
often would I have gathered you, &c. and ye would not.”’ Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth, 


J salvation. 


These passages he brings to compare with the words of 
st. Paul to Timothy, where the Apostle says, that God 
wiil have all men to be saved and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth. His argument’is this; as we 
find those instances in the scriptures, of things not tak- 
ing place according to the will of God, we are author- 
ized to believe that his will in the salvation of all men 
will likewise not be done. 

There are many arguments which might be urged in 
reply to friend * Leander,’ some few of which may be 
noticed in this communication. 

1. It is a plain fact, that as those passages to which 
he has alluded, distinctly notice the circumstance of the 
people’s not complying with the will of God, they are 
rendered of a very different character from the one un- 
der consideration, in which there are no intimations that 
the event which the apostle says God will have, will not 
be accomplished. Now before friend * Leander’ can be 
fully justified in his argument, this very wide difference 
should be removed, so that the cases might appear to 
be similar. 

2. So far from intimating that the will of God, in the 
salvation of all men, will finally fail, the apostle gives 
the strongest reasons to the contrary, which may be seen 
by the help of what I shall quote from an argument found 
in a work entitled ** A Canprp Review,” which is an 
answer to the Rey. Mr. Robinson, on the same subject. 
In order to make the qnotation more appropriate, the 
letter R. will be supplied with that of ‘L.’ 

‘* Having shown that the manifest sense of the term 
all, used in the scripture under consideration, embraces 
every individual of the human race, | am now to show 
that according to the passage, there is an infallible con- 
nection between God’s will in the salyation of all men, 
and their actual salvation. Ist. It is evidently the duty 
of every christian to pray for this will to be done, for 
the reason given for the propriety of praying for ald men 
is, that it is God’s will that all men should be saved.— 
Now it cannot be the duty of a christian to pray, with- 
out faith, for ** whatsoever 1s not of faith is sine’? Here 
then it appears as much tiie duty of the christian to be- 
lieve that this will, will be done, as it is to pray for it. 
But how could it appear reasonable to require us to be- 
lieve that God’s will will be done in this instance or any 
other, if we have no evidence that it will bedone? 2d. 
it is evident that the apostle meant to be understood 
that the one mediator between God and men, gave him- 
seif a ransom for all men, pursuant to God’s will in their 
salvation. This shows clearly,that as Christ gave himself « 
ransom for all men, with a design to accomplish the wuil 
of God in their salvation, that the scheme of redemption, 
which is the “‘ infallible connection”? between God’s will 
and accomplishment of his wil!, must effect the salvation 
of all men, or fail of its purpose! St. Paul in the scrip- 
ture under consideration, states the mediator’s giving 
himself a ransota for all men, as the connexion which 
God had manifested between his will in the ealvation of 
all men, and their actnal salvation. But Mr. L. dis- 
putes the infallibili/y ef this connerion / What is the 
connexion between the will to Lave a thing done, and 
its actually being done? Answer, the means which are 
used to carry the will into effect. Well, God wills the 


salvation of ali men, end in order to effect this object, 


jeven in him.’? Would Mr. L. be willing te doubt whe- 
‘ther there be an infallible connexion between God's 
will, which is according to his good pleasure purposed 
in himself, and the actual gathering of all things which 
are in heaven and which are on earth, together in Christ? 
To the Philippians he says, ** Wherefore, God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which is a- 
bove every name; that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God 
|the father.” To the Colossians he says, ** For it pleas- 
ed the Father that in him should all fullness dwell; and 
(having made peace through the blood of his cross) by 
him to reconcile all things unto himself, by him I say, 
whether they be things in earth or things in heaven.””»— 
And to show them an example of this universal recon- 
ciliation, he produces his Colossian brethren themselves. 
‘** And you, that were sometimes alienated and enemies 
in your minds, by wicked works, yet, now hath he rec- 
onciled.”” To the Corinthians he says, ** As in Adam 
ali die, even so. in Christ shall all be made alive.” In 
these scriptures it is clearly seen that Paul meant to es- 
tablish this important truth, (viz.) that universal recon- 
ciliation to God through Chist was God’s fixed will and 














divine purpose ; and to the Ephesians he puts the mat- 
ter beyond all doubt with regard to the will of Gods 
being accomplished in this thing. After stating in the 
most ample manner God’s will and purpose in the thing, 
he then observes, ‘* In whom also, we have obtained an 
inheritance being predestinated according to the purpose 
of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his 
own will.” 

* Leander’ is informed that the Universalist with whom 











ed from any punishment which their sins deserve, but 
from sin itself, which widely differs from being saved 





from nothing. 
_ >. 


Erratum, 


the tenth line from the top, for ‘ unwilling’ read willing. 
D+ 


NICHOLS ACADEMY. 
Own Wednesday the 23d ult. the second annual meet- 
ing of the Corporation of Nicnots ACADEMY was hold- 
en in Dudley. The former Officers were unanimously 


amination of the School was attended on the same day 
by the visiting committee and other Trustees. Many 
pleasing and satisfactory specimens of the proficiency of 
the Students in Geography, Arithmetic, the Latin and 


upon the Instructor and the Pupils. 


to commend. A brief Address was made to the mem- 
bers of the School and to the Trustees, by one of the 
Board, and the Rey. Tuomas Jones, of Gloucester, 
concluded with a very solemn and fervent prayer, com- 
mending this infant Institution to the care and guidance 








of heaven. 7. 


In last, in tk icati : > j , - 
our last, in the communication of ‘ Leander,’ in rough, to Miss Zilpah Carter, of Tym 


Louisa Hayes, 51.—Mrs. Eleanor Clark, 


4 a —Mre : ) PP ee 
re-elected, viz. Jonaraan Davis, Esq. President and tia ip OR 33M Hhieace Deny oem opel 
L c 5 . . 9~Ve 


Treasurer, and AmAsA Nicno1s, Esq. Clerk ; the usual |. Milne, 17.—Mrs. Rebecca Valentine, 89.—Mrs. Ann 
standing committees were likewise eppointed. The ex-| Fitz, 84.—Miss Eliza K. Hill, 10.—James Scott Baid- 
win, 5.—Miss Sarah Wolcott, 8.—George W. Wood, 2. 
Martha Ann Wilder, 2.—Charles Alfred Buckingham, 


a ; Wiley, aged O.years. 
Greek languages, were exhibited, which reflect honour Wt a e the dome of the State House to the floor, frac- 


An exhibition in| tured his skull and expired in a short time. Thusin an 


Speaking closed the exercises, in which there was much | unexpected moment, and by an unlooked for cause, is 
the-joy of the parents turned into sorrow and mourning 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 

The Hon, Wu. Gray and his Honor WM. Puititrs, 
have been put in nomination as Electors at large of Pres- 
ident and Vice President of the United States, at the en- 
suing election in November next. 4 

The Hén, JoxnatHan MAson, has resigned his seat in 
Congress, as Representative for Suffolk: district. 


John Thompson and Samuel Williams, were arrested 
in this town on Saturday last, on a charge of picking the 
pocket book of Mr. Sane] VM: ynard, broker, from his 
pocket, and committed for trial at the next Municipal 
Court in September. Thompson plead ,uilty before the 
Magistrate. 

A child, two years of age, was run over by a Chaise 
in Court street, on Monday ivst. The wheel passed 


over its back. Hopes are entertained of its recovery 


.| from the bruises it received. 


By the accidental discharge of a gun in the hands of 
alad in Dorchester, a girl, residing in the same house, 
was last week shot and immediately expired—verdict, 
accidental death. 


Last accounts from Philadelphia represent that city ts 
be free from any new cases of fever; and that the few 
instances which had occurred beyond the infected spot, 
had generally yielded to medicine. 


In Montville, Me. a Mrs. Tyler went to a neighbour’s, 
leaving two children at home, one aged about 3 years 
and the other 18 months. During her absence, the 
clothes of the youngest caught fire, and the child was 
so shockingly burnt, before her return, as to occasion its 
death in about one hour. 


Several burning Springs have been found in the State 
of New York. There are some issues of flame from the 
ground near them. ‘They are considered as indicating 
the vicinity of fossil coal. 


It is stated in a Baltimore paper, that Mr. Méad, who 
was so severely persecuted by imprisonment, &c. by the 
Spanish nation, has at last accomplished a settlement of. 
his claims, and has recovered bet:.een 4 and 500,000 


dollars. 


The story recently circulated in the papers, of a con- 
fession of one of the Pirates lately condemned at New- 
Orleans, involving particulars relative to the mysterious 
loss at sea, some ycars ago, of Mrs. ALSTON, is peremp- 
torily contradicted in the Louisiana Advertiser, of July 
22, and the name of the Rev! Mr. Learned is u:éd to 
vouch that no such confession was ever made. 


A young lady in New-York who had been ill of typh- 
us fever about 2 weeks, was, a few days since, supposed 
to be dead. The usual preparations were made for in- 
terment. She was laid in her coffin, and m consequence 
of a shower at the time, there was some delay in serew- 
ing down the lid. Ultimately, while the cabinet maker 
was in performance of this last act, the yourfg lady open- 
ed her eyes and'exclaimed, ‘Where am 1?” ‘The aston- 


he corresponds, does not believe that mankind are sav- | j<hment may be easily conceived, but cannot be describ- 


ed. There is but little doubt that a heavy shower preven- 
ted the burial of this young lady alive! In two days af- 
ter, she expired. 


—= 








MARRIED, 


In this town, Mr. James H. Brown, of Moultonbo. 
rough. . 
In South Boston, by the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Eph- 


raim Dodge to Miss Catharine Deluce. 





DIED, 
In this town, Mrs. Mary H. Robbins, 





ged 8b 


16 mo.—Mary Wilson, 9 mo.—Eleanor Bryne, 10 mo. 


On Monday last, Thomas, eldest son of Mr. ‘Thomas 
He fell from the staging on the 


May that sweet hope, whose towering flight, 
Beyond the shades of death’s dark night, 
Finds rest in life divine, 
These mourners raise above all fear, 
And kindly dry the falling tear, 
And ev'ry heart resign. 
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POETS’ CORNER. 





meng Se 
. 
- oo Ay ee — mr ee — 
a eee mies 
* 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


sews 

UNLIMITED GRACE, 
YE christian teachers, stop, reflect, 
Are you in preaching circumspect ? 
Say, do you not forestall the grace 
Of God, the Father of our race? 
Christ di’d for all, for "twas the plan, 
He “ tasted death for ev’ry man” ; 
For all mankind his blood he spilt, 
To cleanse them from their sia aud guilt, 
How efficacious and how clear 
This blood of Jesus doth appear! 
It moves the foulest, deepest stain, 
And makes the vilest sinner clean. 
He came the world to reconcile— 
T’ restore the guilty and the vile— 
To raise despond ng sinners up— 
And prop the wand’ring pilgrim’s hope. 
He came the lost to gather home 
To bim whom they had wand’red from— 
To heal) the blind that they might see— 
Te set relenting pris’ners free. 
He rose triumphant o’er the grave, 
That life eternal we might have: 
Sin, death and hell all conquer’d meet, 
Beneath the glorious Saviour’s feet. 
Tis finished— yes, the work is done, 
‘* The battle’s fought, the vict’ry °s won ;” 
O death where is thy sting? O grave 
Thy victory? Jesus died to save. 
*Tis finish’d, so he dying cried, 
Mountains, earth, rocks end graves replied ; 
Tis finish’d, so sing ransom’d earth, 
Jesus hath brought redemption forth. 
O men! inhuman man! can you 
Proclaim this grace but to a few? 
Go to your Saviour, hear his groans, 
Enough to soften Jifeless stones. 
Go to the garden, see the blood 
Roll from bis brow, a purple flood ; 
All this he bore that we might live,* 
Peace and salvation to recei¥é, 
Then next to Calv’ry’s top repair, 
And tee the bleeding victim there ; 
Hear his last words! O wond’rous grace! 
Forgiveness for a guilty race ! 
He for this canse, (thanks to his name) 
** Endured the cross, despised the ehame ;"’ 
Then rose triomphently on high, 
And captive led captivity. 
O man! vain, wild, ungrateful man! ’ 
Dost thoa suppose that thou canst scan 
The grace of Jesus? No; ’tis full; 
It purifies and saves the whole. 
He di’d for all; they were his prize, 
His brightest jewel in’the ekies : 
Then let all join the joyful strain, 
And chant aloud to Gad, AMEN, 
y God, to thee we raise, 
He here on earth, tributes of praice ; 
To thee be all the glory due, 
Ages, eternal ages through. 








«This | 


with scriptural facts, would involve a soleciem. 
_—— 
STAR OF BETHLEHEM. 
WHEN o'er long night the bursting dawn, 
In youthful bloom appear’d ; 
When Angels hymn’d the rising morn, 
And songs in heaven were heard ; | 
Amid the burning orbs that gem'd 
Jehovah's viewless throne, 
in native glory diadem’d, 
Oue Etar wes seen alone. 


Ww. 


age is allegorical. It is not presumed 
that Christ died to make any satisfaction to, or to ap- 
pease the wrath of God; this supposition, connected 
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On Palestine, fair Solyma, 
Benignantly serene, 

Precursor of a brighter day, 
The barbinger was seen ; 

The captive saw the symbal shine— 
His broken fetters fell ; 

The shepherd mark’d the peerless sign 
That told ImmanvEL! 


In latter time we view it burn, 
With undiminish'd ray ; 
It hails the Pagan’s glad return, 
It cheers the wanderer’s way ; . 
With influence sweet, illuming far, 
+ Its beam to peace inclines ; 
From eaet to west, the holy star, 


The Star of Jusus shines. 
[Freeman's Journal. 
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GENERAL EPISTLE. 
The Ministers and Delegates, composing the Western 
Association of Unirersalists, to the believers scatter- 
ed abroad, 


Dean Breturen,—Again wnder the auspicious 
providences of God, we have been indulged with anoth- 
er anniversary session. A session of no common inier- 
est; where every token of candor in investigation, at 
tention in hearing, and joy in believing, were particularly 
and clearly evinced. 

The business appertaining to the association, was 
conducted in the epirit of cbristian friendship, and un- 
der the benignant smiles of peace. We were welcom- 
ed, by a committee of arrangements, whose onwearied 
and prompt attention secured us every needed accom- 
modation. 

The doors of a commodious edifice—the property of 
the Presbyterian church and society were with Christian 
liberality opened for our accommodation ; and nearly 
two thousand candidn iquirers, and deyout worshippers, 
listened with profound attention, to the administration 
of the word of truth. 

There venerable age with deliberate coolnese, sanc- 
tioned the communication of the law ofheaven. Point- 
ed out its sacred requirements, and delineated the hap- 
py consequences of its complete fulfilment, 

There, the youthful Israelite, with animated warmth, 
portrayed the rich unbounded, never-failing goodness of 
the Deity ; while the yielding heart evinced its sensibil- 
ity and its gratitude,through the’ eye,moistened with tears 
of transport and affection, 

There the ** children of the prophets”? were tanght to 
expect the blessing of Abraham’s God, in their redemp- 
tion from all iniquity—their emancipation from death, 
and full enjoyment of the glorious liberty of the children 
of God, 

There, the order, beauty, and blessedness of the holy 
city New-Jerusalem, were presented for our contempla- 
tion ; while by faith, we saw young men and maidens, 
old men and children, ** rejoicing in the streets thereof.” 
And there we were shown our sicknesses, and our souls’ 
Physician ; by whom health is given to the * diseased, 
and life to the dead.” 











The number of ministering brethren, was increased 
by such, as we have much reason to hope have been’ 
made receivers of a dispensation of the gospel, And | 
being yet in the morning of life it is fondly expected, , 
that no opportunity for the imprevement of their own 
minds, in every particular,that can tend to ‘* thoroughly | 
furnish” the ‘man of God,” will be omitted, That 
thus ‘growing in grace, and in the knowledge of the | 
truth,” they may be a blessing to themselves, an orna-, 
ment to their profession, and a comfort to the church,a | 
guide to the estranged, a support to the feeble, and a | 
light to the blind, - | 

The solemnities of ordination, were conducted in a 
solemn, impressive, and feeling manner. Reports from ' 
the different and widely scattered societies, were uncom- 
monly gratilying—several new societies have been or- 
ganized, and former ones ere greatly increasing, 

A number of Churches have also been formed the 
year past, where the ordinances are regularly adminis- 
tered ; and many are added to the connexion, who live 
in the unity of the spirit, and wait for the full perfection 
of the salvation of God, 

Here, with particular gratitude, we view in retrospect | 
the time past. A few years since this extensive region 
was a wilderness, the gloomy abode of none but sav- 
ages. Enterprize and industry leveled the foreste,and so- | 
cial and religions comforts were introduced, multiplied 
and enjoyed, 








Among other local characteristicks, religious peculiar- 
ities and prejudices were transplanted ; and while differ- 
ent sects were constrained to yield mutual respect, stil] 
features were assumed, and dogmas insisted and acted 
upon, too entirely purifanical. Under these circum- 
stances, and with such principles to oppose, a solitary 
individual—a youth,* commenced the testimony of sal- 
vation, and procleimed the restitution of all things. 
Perseveringly industrious, and strong in faith, he with 
manly and Christian fortitude, with unabated zeal, in 
full assurance of the blessing of God, stemmed the tide 
of opposition—the torrent of abuse, ‘* through evil and 
through good report,” until at length, (Iiecaven approv- 
ing his Jabours,) believers are multiplied —fellow helpers 
called forth into the vineysrd, light and truth advanced 
and contemptuous opposition and vile abuse are sinking 
into oblivion, or retiring to their native home—the bos- 
om of the bigot. The peace-promoting spirit, of free 
and impartial investigation of religious subjects in gene- 
ral, and of the Scriptures in particular, is making inter- 
esting advances. Community has at lengh realized its 
freedom, and that while it richly enjoys the blessings of 
constitutional right it also has the invaluable privilege of 
hearing, believing, and worshipping without being ac- 
countable to man. ‘this spirit manifests itself in a more 
general, and more regular attendance on public worship. 
That these inquiries may be properly directed, and the 
fruit of pious faith more effectually cultivated, is most 
devoutly to be desired. For this end, how important 
it is, that the ministering brethren in the connexion of 
this association, walk circumepectly, and in that up- 
rightness, which, like the path of the just, shines bright- 
er and brighter unto the perfect day ; that they “add 
to their faith virtue,” which includes every moral grace 
that can ornament the profession of the gospel ; and also 
‘* to virtue knowledge.” That knowledge, most impor- 
tant to a preacher of righteousness is a knowledge of 
Jesus, and a knowledge, of the Bible. Much assistance 
may undoubtedly be derived from other sources ; assist- 
ance certainly compatible with religion and morality, 
and obviously conducive to the object of the ministry. 
By the aid of these, the preacher enters the vineyard, 
doubly furuished. He has not only the refreshments, 
which the Scriptures afford ; but implements with which 
he is greatly assisted in hislabor. Industry will furnish 
the needed acquisition ; and the doctrine of universal 
purity and bjessedness, would hence be presented to 
the view of the enquiring mind, under the charms of a 
harmonious and beautifu] system. 

Truths plainly expressed, are the more easily under- 
stood: and while reason is exercised, what is understood, 
will be more readily believed. In the degree then, that 
we prize the joys of faith, that we desire the promotion 
and spread of the truth, and partake in the felicities and 
hopes of fellow humanity, we shall ** study to show our- 
selves approved workmen, that need not be ashamed.°’ 
While then it is an undoubted truth that religious opin- 
ions may be formed, mora] principles corrected, and pi- 
ous faith directed and confirmed by the ministration 
of the word ; stil], too much stress may be laid on the 
sentiments and doctrines of men. Believers and unbe- 
lievers, are therefore affectionately entreated, * to give 
heed to the sure word of propheey,’’—to * search the 
Scriptures,” for the direction of their faith , the forming 
of their minds and habits, aud for the perfecting of those 


joys which hope anticipates, and which are only realiz- 


ed below in an uniform course of obedience. Breth- 
ren, may that belief, and that conformity of life be ever 
yours which shall gild your every moment of existence 
with the beams of peace ; which sball make you an ex- 
ample, and a blessing to community, and the chosen 
instruments of epreading the circle of concord and hap- 
piness. May your resighation be impressed with the 
eeal of the Redeemer‘s Spirit, and your rejoicing con- 
summated, when ‘* every creature jn heaven, on earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are jn the sea, aud al} 
that are in them, shall say, blessing and honor and glo- 
ry and power be unto Him, that sitteth on the throne 
and unto the Lamb forever an ever.” 


STEFHEN R. SMITH, 





* Rey, N, Stacy. 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 
A SERMON, delivered before the Universa! 


. ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 26.1820.—By Rer 


JosHuA FLAGG, ministering at Scituate, 
The Cuiip’s Scriprunat Carecnism,by the Rev. 


' Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 


in Boston,—Frice, 75 cents per doz. and 8 cents single 


——_ 
So eee ——$—$——— 


PRINTING OF ALL KinDS, 
EXECUTED AT THIS OFFICE AT SHORT NOTICE, 





ete 










<i i eens 





